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1984 Research Essay





AP Language

Skills this essay will address:

· Finding focus
· Research

· Using secondary sources
· Evaluating sources

· Creating an annotated bibliography
· Considering bias

· Outlining (organization!)
· Developing argument and position
· Integrating quotes 

· MLA citation
For your essay on 1984 you will select one of the following topics to write on.  
Think: 

· What is a theme or recurring motif that Orwell raises in the novel?  

· What is a real-world parallel that demonstrates the relevance of Orwell’s message?  

· What is the outcome or effect of this juxtaposition?  In other words, why should we care?
The text of the paper should range from 5-7 pages, not including the Works Cited page.  It must be typed in MLA format.  
1. Use of Military Euphemisms
2. Doublespeak and the Third Reich
3. England’s surveillance of its population
4. Compare famous American speeches in light of Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language”
5. A specific example of mass hysteria (McCarthy Hearings and the Red Scare; Jonestown Massacre; War of the Worlds Invasion (1938); Satanic Back-masking; Y2K) Ebola
6. Newspeak and the rhetoric of the 2016 presidential election

7. The debasement of language and the rise of emoji culture
8. Hitler Youth

9. Use of torture techniques

10. Stockholm Syndrome

11. Cults and brainwashing
12. Federal Communications Commission and the effect of media mergers 
13. The rise of a media oligarchy

14. Google glass
15. The Two Minutes Hate and modern political rallies
16. Treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo/extraordinary rendition
17. Current Neo-Nazi Groups

18. Riots (Hough Riots, Watts Riots, Los Angeles Riots, Zoot Suit Riots, Ferguson, MO, etc.)
19. Spies (Nathan Hale, Alger Hiss, Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, Mata Hari)
20. WikiLeaks (Edward Snowden, Julian Assange)

21. NSA spying
22. Propaganda (Leni Riefenstahl, as an example.  Also Birth of a Nation 1915)
23. Censorship

24. Subliminal Messages (dog whistle)
25. Consumer tracking 
26. Indecency Trials and Obscenity Laws (Robert Mapplethorpe, James Joyce, Alan Ginsberg, etc.)

27. McCarthyism and modern day “witchhunts”
28. False/Implanted Memories (Manchurian Candidate)
29. Proxy Wars (i.e. Syria as a proxy war between U.S. and Russia)

30. Other???
Considerations to make regarding research sources:
· Use reputable sources (books, online databases, well-known newspapers, government websites)

· Be conscious of bias (remember that this doesn’t eliminate a source, but you need to portray the information accurately in your writing)
· Strong arguments will use a variety of sources, not just reiterate what one says

Important Dates: 

Topic Due






10/24
Annotated Bibliography




11/1
Thesis Due






11/4
Outline Due






11/9-10

Introductory paragraph(s)




11/14
Strongest Main Point (2-4 paragraphs)


11/18
Final Draft Due





12/2
Failure to meet these deadlines will result in a visit to the Ministry of Love and room 101.

