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AP 1984/Research Paper Outline
Introduction: Your opening paragraph must name the author, the title of the novel, its year of publication, and provide some context for what the story is about (just enough to jog the reader’s memory).  From there, lead into your THESIS/argument about what you think the book is about/what Orwell is communicating to his audience, and how that intersects with your research.
· In general terms, discuss the overall topic/theme you are introducing.
· Author/title/context for 1984:

· What Big Idea are you focusing on that Orwell is communicating through 1984?
· Now transition to the related topic you are researching.  What is the correlation between the two? 

· Thesis Statement: what do you intend to PROVE about the relationship between these two items? (topic + position + reasons = effects: this is your thesis!)
Body Paragraphs: You will need to defend your position with evidence from the text (1984, your primary source) and your research (secondary sources).  For each body paragraph, start with a topic sentence introducing what angle of your thesis you intend to discuss.  From there, start giving some examples from the book; in general, spread textual examples evenly throughout the novel to balance your argument.  DON’T, for example, concentrate them all in the first 50 pages!  Transition to your secondary sources, and THEN begin linking both forms of evidence back to your thesis; remember, this is an argument!  How are you intentionally proving your thesis?
· Topic sentence: what will you focus on specifically from 1984?  Write it HERE:
·  YOUR FIRST PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME  (must include context, quote and relevance) 
(Citation)
· An Additional PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME-same topic (must include context, quote and relevance) 

(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)
(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)
(Citation)
Next Body Paragraph: 

· Topic sentence: what will you focus on specifically from 1984? Write it HERE:
·  YOUR FIRST PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME  (must include context, quote and relevance) 

(Citation)

· An Additional PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME-same topic (must include context, quote and relevance) 

(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)

(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)

(Citation)

Add YET ANOTHER body paragraph 

· Topic sentence: what will you focus on next specifically from 1984?  Write it HERE:
·  YOUR FIRST PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME  (must include context, quote and relevance) 

(Citation)

· An Additional PRIMARY SOURCE (1984) TOPIC/ THEME-same topic (must include context, quote and relevance) 

(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)

(Citation)

· SECONDARY SOURCE QUOTE  (must include context, quote and relevance)












            (citation)

Still have more to say? Repeat the preceding steps on your own paper.  Use as many paragraphs as you need, but stay within the 5-7 page framework of this assignment.

Counterclaim/rebuttal: This essay is a form of argument—you’re asserting that your position is right and you’re proving it with your evidence from the text and your research.  Like any well-reasoned argument, you need to establish what the “other side” may have to say; in other words, what’s the opposing viewpoint?

· What is the opposing viewpoint?  This should be evidence based as well—use a source you found that establishes this.

            (citation)
· What is your Rebuttal to this claim?  Why are you right and they wrong?

Conclusion 
· Re-state what you intended to prove
· Why is this idea significant in 2014?  In other words, “so what?”  What makes this message timeless and/or important?
Works Cited Page:   include 1984 and at least five college level secondary sources all cited correctly using MLA formatting.
