AP Lang: Benjamin Banneker Close Reading			Name_____________________ Per.___
I. Define words in context:
Choose five words from Banneker’s letter to Jefferson that you are unfamiliar with: based on the context in which they appear, define them.  Then, look them up to check your inference.
	Word
	Your best Guess
	The Actual Definition

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



II. Rhetorical Organization of the piece:
	Paragraph 1
	What does Banneker ask Jefferson to do?
	· To recall British tyranny
· To look back on________________________________
· To reflect on__________________________________
· To acknowledge_______________________________

	Paragraphs 2,3, and 4
	What does Banneker say that Jefferson (“you”) did in the past?
	· Saw the injustice of slavery
· Had just apprehensions of _______________________
_______________________________________________
· Publickly held forth that  ________________________
______________________________________________
· Were impressed with ideas of___________________
  _______________________________________________
· Counteract his mercies in _______________________

	Paragraph 5
	What advice does Banneker (“I”) offer?
	· I recommend that you _________________________
____________________________and, as Job prescribed,
_______________________________________________


III. Rhetorical Devices: in this letter, Banneker uses a variety of rhetorical devices to make his case.  Use your annotations to fill out the following chart:
	Quoted Passage
	Name the rhetorical device
	What’s the effect of this device in this passage?
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