Rhetorical Square (Marilyn Elkins)
This is a technique we will use repeatedly during the course of this year to help us read a piece of writing more carefully.  

Step One:  After reading the piece of writing, list outside the square words and phrases which reflect your analysis and interpretation of the purpose, persona, argument, and audience.  These elements are inextricable linked—all four need to be working together to create a strong piece of writing.
· Purpose:  Why did the author write this piece?  What is she trying to do?  (persuade, entertain, amuse, inform, caution, inspire, motivate, forewarn, advise, tout, etc.)  What need or occasion prompted this piece of writing?
· Persona:  How does the writer (or narrator) portray himself to the reader?  How would you describe his voice?  How knowledgeable is he?  How trustworthy?  What does he like or dislike?  What does he lean toward or away from?  Is he biased?  
· Argument:  What is the message of this piece of writing?  This might be explicit (stated in a thesis statement, for instance) or implicit (you have to figure it out from your reading).
· Audience:  Who does the writer assume is going to read this piece?  Who is she writing to?  Trying to convince?  What assumptions is she making about her readers?  Think about the level of vocabulary she uses.  Consider the diction, possible allusions, and bias.
Step Two:  Inside the square list as many writing techniques and devices as you can find which the author uses to create the effects which you found in step one.  Be ready to specifically point out each example and tell HOW that technique or device contributes to the overall effect of the piece.

[image: image1]
AUDIENCE





LITERARY TECHNIQUES AND DEVICES





PURPOSE





PERSONA





ARGUMENT








