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          Rhetorical Square

Title of Text: ______________________________________________________
           Author: _______________________________________

	PURPOSE—what do you want?


	AUDIENCE—who is this directed to?

	Your Evidence:

	PERSONA—how do you want to come across?


	
	Point 1:


	

	
	Point 2:

	

	
	Point 3:
	

	ARGUMENT—what is your reasoning supporting your argument?



Parts of the Rhetorical Square:
After reading the text, write down some words and phrases that reflect your analysis and interpretation of the piece.
· PURPOSE: Why did the author write this piece? What is he trying to do? (Persuade, entertain, amuse, inform, caution, inspire, motivate, forewarn, advise, etc.)
· PERSONA: How does the writer (or narrator) portray himself to the reader? How would you describe him? How knowledgeable is he? How trustworthy? What does he like or dislike? Is he biased in any way?

· ARGUMENT: What is the message of this piece of writing? This might be explicit (stated in a thesis statement, for example) or implicit (you have to figure it out yourself by reading and inferring).

· Audience: Who does the writer assume is going to read this piece? To whom is he writing? Trying to convince? Think about the level of vocabulary, the diction, possible allusions, and possible bias.
Your PoInts:
· Use a variety of evidence to support your argument!  Choose three of the following:
· Personal Anecdotes
· Cause and Effect
· Compare and contrast
· Facts, logic, observations
