  Romeo and Juliet Performance Project
Shakespeare’s dramas were written to be performed, not simply read from a desk.  For this project, you will have the experience of bringing a scene from Romeo and Juliet from the page to the stage. But in this case, the stage will be a shoebox.  You will form a group of 3-4 people, and each group will be assigned a scene from Romeo and Juliet.  Your job is to rehearse and stage your scene for your English class.  You will be graded on your performance, your Director’s Notebook, and the way you use your class time to prepare for your performance.  The performances will take place on your final exam days—there will be a signup.  
The Performance
· Each group member must play some role in the performance.  Those with small roles should take on more responsibility for the Director’s Notebook.

· I will provide each of you with one copy of your scene, plus each group will get one extra copy for your promptbook.  If you lose your script, you will need to make a copy, as I will not be making any more.  
· While memorization is not required, you need to practice enough that you do not have to stare at your script the entire time.  You cannot act if you have to read your script word for word.  If you choose to memorize, you will receive significant extra credit.  
· Your scene must be blocked, so that each group member knows where to move “on stage” and how to deliver his lines.  The blocking will be shown on the promptbook script in your Director’s Notebook.

· If your scene contains a battle or a party, you must choreograph the battle or dance.  This should be carefully planned and practiced.  
Your Work in Class

· You will be evaluated on how well you work in your team, and how well you use the class time given to you.   Each day, your group will need to complete a specific part of your project.  At the end of each period, I will check to make sure you have completed your assigned task, and you will receive credit for doing so.  

· You will be given class time from now until the performance to work with your group.  However, you should plan on working on this for homework, and possibly working together after school.  If you are well-prepared for the performance, you won’t be as nervous!  

· Keep in mind that there will be no possibility for makeups for this project.  It’s due on your last day in this class.  If you forget something, your group will need to adapt.  If someone is absent on the final day, that person will receive a 0.  I recommend that you make back-up plans in the event someone doesn’t show up (in other words, have an understudy for every person in the group!).

Extra Credit Options
A group or individual that wants extra credit can do the following options:

· Memorize your lines, or make an obvious attempt to memorize your lines.

· Create set pieces that will help bring your scene to life.  You will have about five minutes to set up your scene, so make sure your set is well-organized.   

· Anything extra or particularly creative or well-done in your scene will be rewarded with extra credit.  Use all of your imagination for this project, and your grade will benefit.  
The Director’s Notebook--THE FOLLOWING IS WHAT YOU NEED TO HAND IN:

	Task #
	What you need to do:
	Done?

	1
	A program that lists your group members, the roles you are playing, the jobs you did in your group, and a short summary of your scene.
	

	2
	A promptbook- the promptbook is a copy of your script, with all the blocking and performance instructions written in the margins.  You and a partner did this for Act 2, Scene 2 (the Balcony Scene). In addition to putting this in your Director’s Notebook, each group member needs a copy of this.


	

	3

	One character analysis for each group member- Each analysis should be in paragraph form.  It should be carefully proofread, typed, or written in ink.    Your character analysis has two parts.  No duplicate characters.
Paragraph ONE focuses on the character throughout the entire play and should answer the following questions for each character:

· Who is this character?  What side is he/she on in the play?

· What are the main personality traits of this character?  

· What are the character’s main conflicts in the play?  How are these resolved?

· Does the character change at all during the play?  In what ways? 
Paragraph TWO focuses on the character in this scene specifically and should answer the following questions for each character:

· What is the character trying to do in this scene?  What is his conflict in this scene?

· What is his mood in this scene?

· What is his motivation in this scene?

· What does the scene reveal about this character’s personality?


	

	4
	One costume design for each character

· The first costume design should show the costumes as they would be if you had all the money and time in the world.  These are ideal costumes.

	

	5
	A set design—you will be provided a cardboard box that will be your “theater.”  You will need to decorate it with scenery appropriate to your scene.

	


