Notes On Satire

“You Makin’ Fun a me?”

Our working definition:


When a writer or artist ridicules or makes fun of mistakes, weaknesses, or flaws.

Commom Targets of Satire


Character or personality types


Occupations


Behaviors


Government or Authority/Political decisions


Institutions/Business


Attitudes


Current trends

It’s NOT satire if it doesn’t do this:


Critical – makes a point


Clever/witty – sometimes humorous but not knee-slapping hilarious


Thought provoking


Always suggests or Implies CHANGE


Ironic 

Satire may take many forms – written (any mode), acted, drawn, sung

Common techniques used


Hyperbole


Understatement

Caricature

Parody

